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Supplier Matching: a Tool for Business Growth 
for NC Manufacturers

KeAnne Hoeg
Director, Data Management Systems, Supplier Matching and Reporting



The Manufacturing Extension Partnership  (MEP)
● The Hollings Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) 

provides comprehensive, proven solutions to small and 

medium-sized U.S. manufacturers, fueling growth and 

advancing U.S. manufacturing

● Created in 1988 by the Omnibus Trade and 

Competitiveness Act, MEP is part of the US Commerce 

Department’s National Institute of Standards and 

Technology (NIST)

● MEP Centers in every state and Puerto Rico serve as hubs 

for manufacturers, tailoring their services to meet their 

unique, critical needs 

The MEP National Network



The North Carolina Manufacturing Extension Partnership  (NCMEP)

NC State IES administers the 
federal NIST MEP Program in 
North Carolina. IES partners with 
public-private organizations to 
create a resource network to 
support manufacturing.

Supply Chain Resiliency Workforce Development Technology Adoption



Why Local Sourcing?

● Changing supply chain landscape:

○ Globalization
■ Political Unrest
■ Natural Disasters

○ Brand Perception

○ Risk Mitigation

● Leading to:

○ Stronger Supplier Relationships
○ Reduced Costs
○ Faster Response

○ Collaboration/Flexibility

○ Sustainability

○ Community Support/Enthusiasm
○ Resiliency



Supplier Matching Program

○ Find a Supplier | Become a Supplier
○ Process
■ Inquiry Received
■ Request Form Reviewed
■ Research and Qualify Suppliers
■ Connect/Matchmake
■ Match / No Match Made

○ Additional Information
■ Short Timeline
■ Involved Throughout
■ All Inquiries Welcome

Matchmaker, Matchmaker, make me a match…



Supplier Request Form
○ Information Collected:
■ Description
■ Reason
■ Technical Specifications
■ Performance Requirements
■ Volume
■ Pricing
■ Packaging
■ Delivery/Timeframe



Supplier Matching: Who
○ B2B, State-to-State, In-State

○ Federal Procurement Opportunities

■ EPA

■ Dept. of Veterans Administration

■ Dept. of Transportation

■ NOAA

■ Dept. of the Interior

■ USDA

■ Dept. of Energy
■ Dept. of Commerce
■ International Trade Association
■ Dept. of Treasury
■ Health and Human Services
■ Dept. of Defense
■ …and more!



Manufactured in NC (MNC)
● http://www.manufacturednc.com (MNC)

○ Online supplier database

■ Company profiles

■ Vetting process

○ Free, open, searchable

○ Inquiries/requests

○ Hands-on, personal approach

○ Supplier searches begin here

http://www.manufacturednc.com/


How to Participate

● Register/Update Profile in MNC

● Submit NCMEP Supplier Request Form

● Check out the list of open opportunities

● Spread the word!

http://www.manufacturednc.com/
https://ncmep.org/programs/supply-chain-opportunities/
https://ncmep.org/programs/supply-chain-opportunities/


Thank You!

For questions or more information, 

please contact:

KeAnne Hoeg
ekhoeg@ncsu.edu

Eric Taylor
ectaylo4@ncsu.edu

mailto:ekhoeg@ncsu.edu
mailto:ectaylo4@ncsu.edu

